
DIOR AND STONE ISLAND CAPSULE COLLECTION 

“THERE IS A MEETING OF MONSIEUR DIOR AND MASSIMO OSTI’S WORK FOR STONE ISLAND IN THIS COLLECTION 
– IT IS THE COMING TOGETHER OF ‘OBSESSIVES.’ THEY MIGHT HAVE BEEN PEOPLE FROM OPPOSITE ENDS OF THE FASHION 
SPECTRUM – FROM AN HAUTE COUTURE VISION TO THAT OF MILITARY FUNCTIONALITY – YET I THINK THEY’D RECOGNISE 
SOMETHING IN EACH OTHER AND IN WHAT THEY ACHIEVED THROUGH CLOTHING. HERE, IN THE COMING TOGETHER OF 
CONTRASTING TRADITIONS, THERE’S A NEW KIND OF CLOTHING ALCHEMY.” KIM JONES

A SHARED PASSION FOR PERFECTION AND EXCELLENCE IN PROCESSES AND CLOTHING SHAPES THE LEGACY OF 
CHRISTIAN DIOR AND THAT OF MASSIMO OSTI, THE FOUNDER OF STONE ISLAND. IN THE COLLECTION, THE ROMANCE, 
RIGOR AND HISTORY OF THE PARISIAN HAUTE COUTURE ATELIER MEETS THAT OF THE NORTHERN ITALIAN MASTERY 
OF MACHINE PROCESSES AND METICULOUS FUNCTIONAL DETAILING. IN THE COMING TOGETHER OF CLOTHING, 
A PARALLEL IS DRAWN BETWEEN THE TWO IN TERMS OF SAVOIR-FAIRE; IT IS THE ROMANCE, RIGOR AND METICULOUSNESS 
OF BOTH THAT DEFINES MASCULINE CLOTHING TODAY AT DIOR: THIS IS THE KNOW-HOW OF NOW.

CONVENTIONS COLLIDE AND HYBRIDIZE, BOTH IN TERMS OF TECHNIQUE AND MATERIALITY ALONGSIDE ATTITUDE 
AND MOOD. FROM THE FUNCTIONAL AND MILITARY-INSPIRED STONE ISLAND TO THE HAUTE COUTURE ROOTS AND HIGH 
TAILORING TRADITIONS OF DIOR. NEITHER IS JUST A ‘LOOK’ OF FUNCTIONALITY OR UTILITY OR THE HANDCRAFTED, 
RATHER THE TRIED AND TESTED APPROACHES OF BOTH HOUSES ARE RESPECTED, ADHERED TO AND ADVANCED IN 
A NEW WAY. 

COMMON GROUND IS FOUND THROUGH THE USE OF NOBLE MATERIALS, PARTICULARLY THE UTILISATION OF SILK 
BOTH AS A MILITARY MAINSTAY AND AS AN HAUTE COUTURE STAPLE. STONE ISLAND’S SIGNATURE GARMENT 
DYEING TECHNIQUE IS FOUND THROUGHOUT THE COLLECTION AND FINDS NEW FORM THROUGH THE PARISIAN 
ATELIER’S EXPERIMENTS WITH GARMENT-DYED EMBROIDERY – EXAMPLES ARE TAKEN FROM THE HAUTE COUTURE 
ARCHIVE, FROM AUTUMN-WINTER 1955 AND SPRING-SUMMER 2013 RESPECTIVELY – AND APPLIED TO BOTH 
OUTERWEAR AND KNITWEAR. UTILIZING AN EXTREMELY COMPLEX HANDMADE PROCESS, IT IS A COMPLETELY 
NEW TECHNIQUE FOR BOTH DIOR AND STONE ISLAND. 

THE ‘ALCHEMY OF COLOUR’ IS A CENTRAL THEME IN THE COLLECTION. THE MOVE TO USING ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY 
NOBLE MATERIALS TRANSFORMS THE OUTCOME OF THE GARMENT DYEING PROCESS. SIGNATURE COLOURS 
AND SILHOUETTES FROM THE STONE ISLAND ARCHIVE ARE UTILIZED AND TRANSFORMED IN INTENSITY. FOR INSTANCE, 
AN ARCHIVE STONE ISLAND FIELD JACKET IN RASO GOMMATO FROM SPRING-SUMMER 1988, ORIGINALLY REALIZED IN 
COTTON AND RUBBER IS NOW TRANSPOSED, UTILIZING COTTON SILK WITH EMBOSSED LEATHER. 

A SERIES OF SIGNS AND SYMBOLS UNITE THE HOUSES IN THE COLLECTION FROM THE DISCREET TO THE MORE DIRECT. 
A ‘DOUBLE PLEAT’ TAILORING MOTIF TRAVERSES THE CLOTHING, ORIGINATING FROM DIOR’S SPRING-SUMMER 
1952 HAUTE COUTURE COLLECTION. AT THE SAME TIME, INTERNAL STRUCTURES ARE OFTEN DEFINED BY STONE 
ISLAND’S CHARACTERISTIC ‘DUTCH ROPE’ SYSTEM FOR ATTACHING AND DETACHING. THE CANNAGE AND THE 
COMPASS ROSE ARE TALISMANICALLY UTILIZED THROUGHOUT, FROM QUILTING TO LEATHER CONSTRUCTIONS. WHILE 
THE DIOR WRITTEN LOGO SITS ALONGSIDE STONE ISLAND’S ICONIC INSIGNIA, THE BUTTONED-DOWN COMPASS 
BADGE, NOW SILK-BASED WITH THE CANNAGE MOTIF STITCHED THROUGH.

SHOES ARE HYBRIDIZED; AN AMALGAM OF CROSSED ARCHETYPES THAT BOTH CELEBRATE FUNCTIONALITY 
AND UTILITARIAN FORMS TOGETHER WITH TRADITIONAL, FORMAL SHOEMAKING. BOOTS AND A DERBY – A CLASSIC 
ELEMENT OF DIOR ICONOGRAPHY – ARE INFLUENCED BY THE CONSTRUCTION OF A CLIMBING SHOE AND ENHANCED 
WITH A THICK SOLE DEVELOPED THROUGH THREE MOLDINGS. A SNEAKER APPEARS IN STONE ISLAND FABRICATION 
FROM THE COLLECTION, IN COTTON SATEEN, STITCHED WITH THE DIOR OBLIQUE DESIGN. WHILE THE 
BAGS PRESENT PERHAPS THE CLEAREST VIEW OF WHAT COMPRISES SAVOIR-FAIRE TODAY FOR MEN. HERE, HIGH 
LUXURY MEETS HIGH FUNCTIONALITY WITH RELEVANCE BEYOND MATERIALITY AND FINISH TO ADVANCED EASE OF 
USABILITY AND TECHNICAL SPECIFICITY.

A CIRCULAR LEATHER TRUNK MAGNIFIED WITH STONE ISLAND’S COMPASS ROSE – THAT REVEALS TUBES OF GOUACHE, 
TEMPERAS, INK AND WATERCOLORS – PRODUCED WITH THE FAMILY-OWNED MAISON SENNELIER, WHICH SUPPLIED 
AND ACCOMPANIED SOME OF THE GREATEST ARTISTS, INCLUDING PICASSO, CÉZANNE AND DELAUNAY, IN THE CREATION 
OF THEIR MASTERPIECES. IT IS A GENERATIONAL PROJECT, FEATURING MANY HOURS OF WORK AND ENCOMPASSES 
THE IDEA OF TRADITIONAL MAROQUINERIE, NEW SAVOIR-FAIRE AND CONTEMPORARY HIGH FUNCTIONALITY, ALL THAT 
DEFINES DIOR MEN TODAY.
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